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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 66 pages. This
historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the
original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1937 Excerpt: . . . their trade, dri@
in and droop over the piano, where the nimble fingers of a lean black man execute every trick of syncopation.
The music seems to have a very singular eAect upon those pale, wasted women, who gather there. First, they
weep, as the song tells of sorrow and of suAering, and of other days, but as it grows faster and louder, they
dash away their tears, throw their heads back and, with reckless laughter on their lips, move to the center of the
floor and execute the pasamala, and other torrid diversions of the honky-tonk dancers. Then Beale Street is
Blues Heaven to those women, who have strayed away from their Delta homes to have a fling at life where the
blues began. The night echoes with the cries of a gay, carefree people, who pass along the streets in a never
ending parade. The strumming of guitar players strolling down the street, with their girls singing to the
accompaniment, blend with the traAic noises, to create short snatches of gaiety, such as Handy had heard
flowing from the throbbing bosom of Blues Heaven. So this was Beale Street, the Blues Heaven that Aarons
companion had told him about, when they were riding along in the box car towards Memphis! He walked
slowly down Beale to Wellington where he stopped to watch a procession that was passing by, headed by a tall,
pompous black man, dressed in a frock coat and a stovepipe hat set on one side of...
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